21

The Treasure Hunt
- Tasnim Chowdhury

Ring! Ring! School was over. The only homework | had was to write a paper on a country in Asia.
That was easy. | was going to write about Bangladesh. Well, it seemed easy, but | hadnOt been to
Bangladesh for a long time.

| ran home from school and sat in my desk to write my paper, | couldnOt think of what to write. |
went outside for a walk and saw a piece of paper sticking out of the ground. | picked it up and saw
it was a picture of a Bengal tiger with a number 1(one) on the corner. The next thing that
happened was beyond anyoneOs imagination.

| was in front of a real Bengal tiger. | was a little scared. | knew | had to have been in Bangladesh
because there was a sign. The sign said OSundarbans Forest: Be Friendly to AnimalsO. | saw the t
was sleeping where | noticed there were many trees.

| also remembered the story my parents used to tell me about the Rag of Bangladesh. 1tOs green
with a big red circle in the middle. The green stands for the many trees in Bangladesh and the red
stands for the blood that was lost for independence.

| looked down and saw another sheet of paper in the ground. It was a picture of a water lily which
is Ghaplad Bangla. It had a 2(two) on the corner so | knew it was the second picture. When |
was in front of a real water lily | was amazed. It was so pretty that there was no doubt why it was
the national Bower of Bangladesh. A water lily can be pink or white, but it always has a yellow
center. It is like a daisy in water. Around the water lilies were lily pads.

| was looking around and something caught my eyes. In the water was a sheet of paper, | grabbed
a stick and started to pull the paper toward me. | was thinking if it was the third clue? | was right;
when | took the paper from the water | saw it was a picture of a bird. The 3(Three) on the corner
told me that | found the third clue. Next | saw myself looking at the tree; | looked up and saw the
bird in the picture and it was a Magpie Robin whidbdsl@ Bangla. A Magpie Robin is the

national bird of Bangladesh. It was so pretty and it was black and white and it was sitting on a thin
branch. | had never seen one like this before. It was really hard to see the eyes because they were
black and so were the beak and the head.

A leaf fell to the ground and | picked it up and saw there was a sheet of paper taped to the back, |
took the paper and saw it was a picture of a jackfruit. It was the fourth clue because there was a
4(Four) on the corner. Then, | was in front of a real jackfruit. In Bangla it katadldtwas

green and really big. | cut it from the tree and opened it and took the fruit out and ate it, it tasted
sweet and juicy, so yummy.

| was looking around the tree and noticed there was a hole in the tree. | looked inside and saw
the next clue. Clue #5 had a picture of a bsh. The next thing | knew | was in front of a Psherman. |
went to the Psherman and asked him what kind of Psh he was catching? He said that he was
catching OHilshaO the national Psh of Bangladesh. It was also locally called llish. | thought llish wa
salt water bsh but the Psherman said that llish Psh was a salt water Psh but they lay their eggs in
sweet water. They normally come to lay their eggs in monsoon season which is late summer and
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early fall. When they lay their eggs in sweet water rivers, Pshermen catches them. | saw that as
soon as the Psherman took the bPsh out of the water it died, because it is a deep water bsh and as
soon as it comes in contact with air the pressure difference causes instant dead. The bsh was
silver, scaly, and medium-sized.
| saw a sign nearby that said Padma River. Under the sign was a piece of paper. | picked it up and
saw it was the picture of National Monument of Bangladesh. There was an unexpected word on
the corner of the paper where there was normally written a number, instead it said OSURPRISEO i
big bold letters. As soon as | read the letters | was at the National Monument of Bangladesh and it
was so beautiful and located in Savar, Bangladesh and shaped like a triangle from far away. | aske
the tour guide what was the reason of the National Monument? He said that it is a memorial that
reminds us of the people who gave up their lives for us so we can be free. It had a big Bangladeshi
Bag on a white pole. It also has a rel3ecting pool right in front of the monument. And of course,
there were trees in the background. | went to the monument and there was a saying engraved in
the monument. | couldnOt read it because it is in Bangla. As soon as | touched the monument | was
in the same place, in front of my house.

| reached into my pocket and found all the clues. | went to my room and started
writing my paper. | didnOt know there was a treasure hunt in my front yard. It was a special
experience. | learned a lot about my home country. | will never forget it.
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